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In  the  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  out  today ;  the  USDA  Marketing 
Service  reports  cattle  slaughter  failed  to  increase  in  the  fall  of  '  5^  as 
it  does  in  most  years.    The  Service  economists  consider  that  significant. 
The3r  interpret  it  to  mean  cattle  slaughter  will  continue  comparatively 
steady  for  the  next  year  or  so.    They  say.  too,  that  cattle  prices,  while 
fluctuating  grade  "by  grade,  are  not  likely  to  show  any  pronounced  general 
trend.    In  '55  they  expect  cattle  slaughter  may  run  no  greater  than  in  '5^ 
and  maybe  a  hit  smaller.    They  think  calf  slaughter  will  likely  run  as 
large  or  a  lit Lie  larger.    The  economists  also  note  that  over  the  years 
meat  animals  have  "become  a  rising  source  of  income  to  farmers.    They  say 
as^onsumer  incomes  have  gone  up,  consumers  have  materially  increased  their 
demand  for  livestock  products. 

Buy  Forage  Crop  Seed  Early 

If  your  farmers  have  to  buy  any  grass  or  legume  seed  for  sowing 
this  spring,  it  may  he  later  than  they  think.     In  view  of  the  probable  de- 
mand and  the  supplies  of  seeds  available,  farmers  would  seem  wise  to  buy 
their  hay  and  pasture  seeds  early  ...  as  soon  as  possible. 

Our  market  seed  specialist,  George  Edler,  points  out  that  of  the 
18  legume  and  grass  seeds  sown  chiefly  in  the  spring;  the  '5^+  production 
of  ten  of  them  was  smaller  than  usual,  and  the  carryover  of  nine  of  them 
smaller  than  the  year  before. 

Eemember,  too^  because  of  the  drought  last  year,  thousands  of 
acres  of  legumes  and  grasses  will  have  to  be  re -sown.    What's  more,  many 
acres  that  normally  would  be  sown  to  wheat,  corn,  and  other  crops  will 
probably  be  sown  to  legumes  or  grasses.     True,  higher  seed  prices  and 
smaller  supplies  will  tend  to  cut  down  on  the  use  of  a  number  of  seeds. 

But  Mr.  Edler  says  that,  even  if  farmers  use  only  as  much  seed 
as  they  did  last  year,  5  °r  6  of  the  18  legume  and  grass  seeds  would  run 
short,  unless  we  can  get  imports  from  abroad.    That  seems  little  likely, 
because  European  seed  growers  were  hard  hit  by  bad  weather  last  year,  and 
their  countries  are  having  to  import  seeds  themselves. 
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bupplies  of  red  clover    white  clover.,  lespedeza,  redtop,  and 
orchardgrass  are  much  below  average.    But  "better  suggest  to  your  farmers 
that  they  consult  the  County  Agent  as  to  how  to  meet  the  short  hay  and 
pasture  seed  problem,  particularly  what  to  substitute  for  any  of  the  seeds 
they  can't  buy  because  of  short  supplies. 

New  Wool  Program  Payments ' ' 

Today  USDA  announced  payments  for  wool  on  lambs  marketed  under 
the  new  1955  wool  program.    As  you  know,  the  new  National  Wool  Act  of  195^ 
is  designed  to  reverse  the  current  downward  trend  in  wool  production  in 
this  country.      It  is  a  measure  of  national  security  because  of  the 
strategic  importance  of  wool.     It  provides  for  incentive  payments  on  wool 
to  stimulate  national  yearly  production  of  shorn  wool  toward  a  300  million 
pound  goal,  and  also  provides  for  support  of  pulled  wool  so  as  to  maintain 
normal  marketing  practices.    Funds  for  financing  the  payment  program  will 
come  from  tariff  receipts  on  wool  imported  into  the  U.S. 

The  payments  for  both  shorn  wool  and  wool  pulled  from  the  pelts 
of  slaughtered  animals  will  be  based  on  the  difference  between  the  national 
average  price  growers  receive  for  wool  and  the  62  cents  a  pound  incentive 
price  for  the  1955  marketing  year  beginning  April  1st.    The  method  of 
payment  worked  out  is  expected  to  encourage  growers  to  improve  the  quality 
of  their  wool,  because  their  incentive  payment  will  increase1 as  their  total 
net  returns  from  wool  sales  increase. 

Regulations  for  putting  the  program  into  operation  are  being 
prepared  and  will  soon  be  in  the  hands  of  the  county  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  committees.    For  further  details  of  the 
plan  and  payments,  see  your  ASC  committee  offices. 

Researchers  Forecast  Egg  Quality 

From  reports  of  research  around  the  country  on  eggs,  Jim  Reynolds 
of  ARS  gives  us  a  sample  of  some  of  the  findings  made. 

The  poultry  specialists  at  Pennsylvania  State  University  have 
found  by  candling  a  small  random  sample  of  eggs  from  each  case  of  eggs 
received  from  a  producer,  they  can  accurately  determine  the  grade  of  the 
whole  lot.    What's  more,  from  one  week's  sample  they  can  forecast  with 
reasonable  accuracy  the  grade  of  eggs  received  the  following  week.  They 
have  also  determined  the  relationships  between  grade  of  eggs  and  position 
within  a  case,  the  case  within  a  lot,  and  consecutive  shipments  of  eggs. 

Department  scientists  report  that  during  '5^  they  made  limited 
progress  in  their  continuing  work  to  improve  whole  egg  solids.  They 
applied  puff  drying,  a  process  developed  for  use  in  drying  fruit  juice,  to 
drying  eggs.    Egg  white  dried  in  this  way  takes  nearly  double  the  time  to 
-whip  that  is  needed  for  ordinary  spray  dried  white.    But  the  proof  of  the 
process  is  in  the  eating,  the  puff  dried  white  makes  first-rate  angel  cake 
while  the  spray  dried  does  not.     The  scientists  will  next  determine  which 
handles  best.    They  think  the  continuous  process  of  puff  drying  may  make 
the  cost  of  drying  that  way  reasonable. 
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Marketing  I  e search  Developments 

Here  are  a  few  marketing  research  activities  of  the  Department's 
Marketing  Service  recently  completed  or  going  forward  this  spring. 

Experiments  in  shipping  one -half  and  one -bushel  "baskets  of  peaches 
from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  in  the  '5^-  season  indicated  inverting,  or 
loading  alternate  baskets  upside  down,  may  cut  down  damage  considerably. 
The  new  way  of  loading  makes  a  tighter ,  more  compact  load.    Further  tests 
will  be  made  in  '55. 

To  cut  losses  of  grade  in  eggs  during  shipment  by  truck,  the  mar- 
keting specialists  are  now  testing  different  spring  suspensions  for  truck 
trailers.    They  are  also  trying  to  develop  a  non-slip  flooring  to  reduce 
death  and  bruising  losses  to  livestock  from  falling  in  trucks  and  railroad 
cars. 

Scientists  working  in  the  field  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  are 
studying  better  ways  to  judge  the  quality  of  tomatoes.    They  are  testing 
various  photoelectric  devices  to  see  if  such  devices  will  measure  tomato 
color  well  enough  for  practical  measurement  of  the  differences  in  quality. 

Specialists  in  grains  and  oilseed  are  getting  promising  results 
in  applying  radio-frequency  energy  to  measure  moisture  and  oil  content. 
Others  have  developed  a  simple  sedimentation  test  for  wheat  which  indicates 
its  baking  quality. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  January  15 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hcur  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.  Features:  "Farming  for 
Better  Living"  with  the  West  Virginia  Extension  Service. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  from  Washington.    Features:  "Biological 
Warfare  in  the  U.S."  and  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show  from  Harrisburg. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  p.m.  EST. 
Features:  "A  report  on  the  new  Social  Security  Law  as  it  affects  farmers." 

Situation  F.eport  on  Wheat  Stem  Lust    (Enclosure ) 

Plant  scientists  of  the  Department,  many  States,  and  other  countries 
are  developing  strains  of  duram  or  macaroni  wheat  and  bread  wheat  resistant 
to  race  15B,  the  most  virulent  --  and  most  widespread  --  stem  rust  of  wheat 
ever  found  in  North  America.    Losses  this  past  year  in  the  durum-growing 
sections  of  the  Dakotas  and  Minnesota  amounted  to  75  percent.    As  a  result, 
the  U.S.  food  trade  is  having  to  import  macaroni  and  spaghetti.    The  Eeport 
on  FACE  15B  sent  you  herewith,  explains  the  situation;  an  important  story 
for  many  parts  of  the  country. 


Among  Ourselves. . . 


NATRFD  prexy  Frank  Atwood  (WTIC,  Hartford)  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Boy  Battles,  assistant  to  the  master  of  the  National  Grange  (former 
NATRFD  president ,  and  RFD  at  WLW,  Cincinnati)  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  arrangements  for  the  spring  NATRFD  meeting  in  Washington.    Lyle  Webster 
and  Layne  Beaty,  plus  the  rest  of  the  Radio  and  Television  staff  here,  will 
cooperate. 

This  office  is  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  English  and  German 
language  editions  of  "Farm  Radio  News",  official  organ  of  the  European 
Farm  Radio  and  Television  Association,  edited  "by  Hilary  Phillips  of  the 
British  Broadcasting  Corporation.    This  is  the  first  issue  since  formation 
of  the  group  last  spring.    The  German  edition  was  translated  and  published 
"by  Wolf  von  Tucher  of  the  Bavarian  Network,  Munich,  and  Raymond  Cherrier 
of  Radiodiffusion  Francaise  reports  the  French  language  edition  will  be 
out  soon.    Another  issue  in  all  three  languages  will  be  published  in  the 
spring,  says  Hilary.    EFRTA  president  Harry  Hunt  of  BBC  recently  became  a 
country  gentleman  in  addition  to  a  farm  broadcaster.    He  bought  a  farm  in 
Sussex. 

Jack  Jackson,  KCMO  and  KCMO-TV  is  another  RFD  who  is  taking  wings 
to  increase  his  range.    Having  shed  the  NATRFD  presidential  responsibilities 
he  can  work  harder  now  at  getting  that  pilot's  license.    Happy  landings, 
Jack. 

When  John  Merrifield,  WWJ,  Detroit,  turned  up  at  the  NATRFD  con- 
vention with  a  broken  leg  sustained  when  he  fell  off  a  ladder  while  putting 
up  the  shutters  at  home,  it  reminded  some  of  us  of  the  time  George  German, 
WNAX,  Yankton,  S.D.,  broke  a  leg  on  the  ice  while  on  the  way  to  make  a  farm 
safety  week  recording. 

Several  RFD's  commute  long  distances  from  their  homes  every 
morning  to  make  early  broadcasts,  but  at  least  two  of  them  do  it  by  means 
of  interstate  travel.    Phil  Alampi,  WRCA;  New  York,  lives  in  New  Jersey; 
Norman  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago,  lives  in  Michigan  and  passes  through  Indiana 
every  day  en  route  to  work. 

Well,  this  rounds  out  our  first  week  here,  and  if  things  keep  on 
as  they've  started,  we're  going  to  like  it.    Some  of  you  took  the  trouble 
to  write  or  telegraph  in  and  give  encouragement  and  we're  very  grateful  for 
your  thoughtf ulness . 

Ken  Gapen  has  been  helpful  far  beyond  the  call  of  duty  in  trying 
to  put  us  on  the  right  track  and  in  step  with  current  affairs  of  the  office. 
We'll  always  remember  this  with  much  appreciation  and  will  cherish  his 
friendship  of  many  years  standing.    We  wish  for  him  complete  happiness  in 
his  new  position.    Lyle  Webster,  Harold  Lewis,  and  the  Radio  and  Television 
staff  are  most  tolerant  so  far  of  the  newcomer,  so  if  we  get  out  into  deep 
water,  someone  will  surely  throw  us  a  rope.    And  we  hope  you  will,  too. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures: 

Statistical  Summary  ;  ~^J' 

Race  15B  -  Stem  Rust  of  Wheat  Layne  Beaty 
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ILL  DEPARTMENT  Cr  f^UXWlM 


Downstairs  in  the  patio,  till  Bergoffen  of  the  Forest  Service,  is 
at  this  moment  directing  the  finishing  touches  on  his  production  to  show 
the  main  meanings  of  the  forests  to  you  and  to  me.     In  effect,  it  is  a 
preview  next  week  of  the  opening  of  the  P olden  Anniversary , of  the  Forest 
Service.    The  more  formal  launching  of  the  year's  celebration  will  come 
February  1  when  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  and  Secretary  of  Interior 
McKay  will  attend  the  exhibit  together  and  present  twelve  Boy  .Scouts  with 
National  awards  as  winners  of  the  conservation  "good  turns"  of 

Especially  interesting  to  us  are  the  hints  this  exhibit  offers 
for  radio  and  TV  shows  all  through  the  year.    The  displays  are  organized 
to  call  attention  to  the  forests  as  sources  of  water  and  wood,  of  forage, 
and  recreation,  and  wildlife.    More  than  350  State  and  industrial  organiza- 
tions have  contributed  material  to  illustrate  a  few  of  the  thousand -and -one 
usee  of  wood;  ranging  from  ax  handles  and  gun  stocks  to  chess-men  and 
crutches,  and  including  such  items  as  synthetic -wood  electric  conduits  and 
wooden  utensils,  carved  by  craftsmen  in  the  Ozarks. 

Of  special  importance  for  the  future  is  the  faster-growing  western 
pine  hybrid  developed  by  the  tree  breeders. 

The  Forest  Service  emphasizes  that  many  have  helped  in  the  ad- 
vances in  forestry  over  the  'past  half  century.    The  foresters  want  to  make 
this  a  truly  national  celebration  by  making  it  as  local  as  possible.  If 
you  get  in  touch  with  your  nearby  Forest  Supervisor  or  your  Begional 
Forester,  he  may  help  you  with  your  own  plans  to  celebrate  this  golden 
anniversary.    look  toward  the  next  fifty  years  in  forest  development. 

Pice  Marketing  Quotas  for  1955? 

On  January  28,  rice  growers  will  decide  in  a  national  referendum 
whether  or  not  marketing  quotas  will  be  in  effect  for  their  rice  crop.  With 
this  letter  we  are  sending  those  of  you  in  the  eleven  rice  marketing  states 
a  copy  of  the  release  giving  the  details  on  farm  acreage  allotments,  market- 
ing quotas,  and  price  supports  on  rice.    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has 
proclaimed  quotas  for  rice  as  required  by  law  whenever  the  total  supply  is 
more  than  10  percent  above  normal.    This  year  the  '  5^  crop  plus  the  carry- 
over amounts  to  17.6  percent  above  normal. 


World  Agriculture  in  1955 

The  report  of  the  Department's  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 
summarizing  the  1955  world  agricultural  situation,  has  gone  forward  to  you. 
It  is  "based  on  information  from  the  Department's  agricultural  attaches  and 
other  sources  abroad.    It  gives  a  broad,  general  picture  of  current  develop 
ments;  including  crop  output,  marketings,  and  farm  policies  and  problems. 

Downstream  Look  at  Upstream  Plans 

SCS  Administrator  D.  A.  Williams  has  pointed  out  what  the  new 
emphasis  on  watershed  protection  for  water  saving  is  all  about. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  looking  to  the  hills  is  the  damp  fact  that 
each  of  us  in  these  United  States  uses  about  1,300  gallons  of  water  every 
day.    We  use  part  of  it  ourselves  for  our  personal  and  household  cleanlines 
Industry  uses  part  of  it  for  us  in  making  our  personal  belongings.  That 
amount  multiplied  by  the  number  of  people  in  this  country,  which  are  in- 
creasing at  the  rate  of  2  3/1+  million  a  year,  means  a  lot  of  water. 

Then,  remember  that  one  inch  of  rain  equals  about  lk  million 
gallons  of  water  per  square  mile.    If  stored,  one  inch  of  rain  falling  on 
a  square  mile  would  yield  about  38,000  gallons  of  water  a  day.    You  take 
the  figuring  from  there.    It  doesn't  take  much  of  it  to  appreciate  the 
heavy,  growing  demand  on  our  water  supplies  --  which  come  from  the  water- 
sheds the  conservationists  are  now  talking  about.    Recent  droughts  just 
provide  a  few  more  dry  facts  to  emphasize  the  need  to  make  better  use  of 
this  water  on  its  way  from  the  heavens  to  the  sea. 

As  a  means  toward  better  water  management  and  use  for  farming, 
toward  holding  down  flood  and  sediment  damage .  and  toward  safeguarding 
water  supplies  for  city  use,  treatment  on  the  upstream  watershed  is  of 
first  importance. 

As  Administrator  Williams  has  pointed  out,  upstream  watershed 
protection  on  farm  and  forest  lands  is  complementary  to,  and  not  a  substi- 
tute for,  needed  downstream  river  improvements.    The  new  watershed  program 
is  aimed  at  soil  conservation,  water  conservation,  and  flood  prevention. 
In  effect,  it  is  the  regular  soil  conservation  districts  program  accelerates 
and  supplemented  by  the  addition  of  flood  prevention  and  other  measures  on 
small  tributaries. 

Mr.  Williams  looks  on  upstream  watershed  planning  as  the  logical 
next  step  in  our  national  soil  and  water  conservation  program.    The  water- 
shed program  simply  provides  a  means  by  which  local  people  can  get  help  in 
doing  the  conservation  jobs  that  affect  more  than  one  farm       the  jobs 
which  the  Individual  landowner  or  operator  cannot  do  alone. 

In  this  program,  local  initiative  and  responsibility  are  pre- 
eminent.    It  involves  teamwork  between  local,  state,  and  federal  agencies. 
Federal  technical  and  financial  help  is  brought  in  only  when  local  people 
ask  for  it. 
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This  team  work  has  a  "background  of  solia  experience  in  conserva- 
tion upon  which  to  draw.    SCS  has  helped  plan  or  apply  soil  and  water 
conservation  practices  on  about  one -third  of  this  country's  privately -owned  , 
agricultural  land.    By  the  "beginning  of  this  neV  year,  farmers  and 'ranchers 
had  organized  some  2,6U0  soil  conservation  districts  under  state  enabling 
laws.    Those  districts  now  include  nearly  nine -tenths  of  our  farms,  and 
four -fifths  of  our  farmlands. 

Cleared  for  Television 

"The  Town  that  Came  Back",  a  28-minute  color  film  on  16  mm  sound 
film  was  previewed  here  this  week  by  Secretary  Benson,  13  Members  of  Congress 
and  about  180  others  at  a  hotel  breakfast.    Made  by  the  Ford  Motor  Company 
in  cooperation  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  National 
(Committee  on  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work,  the  film  is  the  story  of  how  a  "dead" 
town  with  no  community  spirit  or  youth  activity  is  rejuvenated  by  the  re- 
vival of  the  k-E  club  which  has  expired  during  the  war.    It's  a  down-to- 
earth,  convincing  story,  for  television. 

Also  previewed  this  week  is  the  black  and  white,  6  minute  short ie 
"The  Good  Egg",  made  by  the  USDA  Motion  Picture  Service  in  cooperation  with 
the  Poultry  and  Egg  National  Board.  New  scripting  and  camera  techniques  in 
the  film  should  stimulate  viewers  to  demand  more  eggs  with  their  meals. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  January  22 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Feature:  National  Western 
Livestock  Show  highlights. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  :•, 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  from  Washington.    Feature:  Four-Bales -to-the- 
Acre  Cotton  Contest  from  Mississippi. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  yo  5:30  p.m.  EST 

Feature:  "A  visit  to  one  of  the  few  factories  still  making  buggies"  with 
Harry  Martin,  WFBM,  Indianapolis. 

Among  Ourselves 

This  office  had  a  welcome  and  long-overdue  visit  this  week  from 
George  C.  Biggar,  one  of-. the  timiest  of  old-timers  in  farm  broadcasting,  and 
the  launcher  of  several  stalwarts  in  the  profession.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biggar 
were  on  vacation,  visiting  kith  and  kin  and  heading  south! ! I      George  made 
some  tape  recordings  around  the  Department  for  WLBK,  DeKalb,  Illinois,  where 
he  is  president  and,  general  manager. 

Joe  Tonkin,  Extension,  just  back  from  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show, 

reports  the  Ladio  and  Television  Committee  under  Pennsylvania's  Elton  Tait 

made  ikj  tape  recordings,  fed  103  programs  to  direct  lines,  and  produced  3 
live  TV  shows  and  5  films  during  the  Show. 


We'll  "bet  not  many  of  you  knew  that  In  192 5  one  issue  of  a  widely - 
circulated  radio  magazine  carried  a  "well -written  article  on  some  early 
television  experiments  and  demonstrations ,  under  the  "by-line  of  Charles 
Allan  Herndon.    Yep,  it's  our  own  "Colonel"  Herndon,  who  joined  the  Eadio 
Service  in  1927,  and  who  comes  by  the  title  "Colonel"  rightly  since  he  is 
from  Kentucky.     In  recent  weeks  and  at  other  odd  times  through  the  years  he 
has  done  most  of  the  work  on  the  FFD  Letter  in  addition  to  regular  chores. 
But  not  this  particular  paragraph. 

Word  from  Canada  announces  that  Eon  McCullough  has  taken  over  as 
farm  service  director  of  CFAC,  Calgary,  from  Don  McLean,  who  is  leaving 
radio  for  other  fields.    Prior  to  last  December,  Eon  was  radio  director  for 
the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture,  headquartered  in  Edmonton.    Eon  says 
some  complimentary  things  about  the  work  of  this  office  under  the  direction 
of  our  predecessor,  Ken  Gapen. 

Every  now  and  then  an  EFD^will  send  us  a  piece  of  his  promotional 
literature ,  a  picture  of  him  crowning  a  watermelon  queen,  or  interviewing  a 
farmer  making  a  boll  weevil  check,  or  posing  with  a  visiting  agricultural 
leader  at  a  quilting  bee,  or  conducting  a  tractor  rodeo,  etc.    We  can  use 
some  more  of  this  sort  of  visual  aids  for  temperate  and  temporary  display 
around  the  office.     It  will  help  keep  us  familiar  with  your  current  enter- 
prises and  probably  will  impress  some  of  the  people  who  come  through  every 
day.    Let  us  have  some  good  pictures,  etc. 

Heartiest  congratulations  to  Herb  and  Mary  Fiances  Plambeck 
(WHO,  Des  Moines)  on  the  arrival  of  son  .Jimmy  early  in  December,    It  was  a 
clever  announcement  the  Plambecks  got  out. 

Maybe  some  of  you  don't  know  that  Carl  F.  Neumann,  general  manager 
of  the  National  Livestock  and  Meat  Board,  is  an  ex-EFD  (KOMA,  WLS).  We  knew 
him  first  as  a  county  agent  in  eastern  Oklahoma,  about  15  years  ago. 

Jack  Creel  (KFYO,  Lubbock)  has  finally  given  up  his  one -acre 
"problem"  farm.     It  ceased  to  be  a  problem  except  for  size.    Hie  appetite 
for  foreign  travel  whetted  by  an  excursion  to  South  America  in  1953,  Jack  ... 
whipped  up  to  Toronto  last  October  to  see  how  the  Canadians  do  things. 

Fifteen  Latin  American  publishers,  editors  and  broadcasters  here 
last  fall  for  an  agricultural  information  training  project,  organized  an 
association  of  agricultural  journalists.    Washington  Gonzales  of  the  Chilean 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  chairman  of  the  organizing  committee. 


Enclosures : 
Garden  Facts 

US-FAO  News  Letter  and. two 
Memos 

1955  Crop  and  Livestock  Eeports 
Eice  Marketing  Quotas  (going 
only  to  11  rice  states) 


Sincerely 


Layne  Beaty  >0 
E„dio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER. 

To  EL 

Radio  Farm  Directors  m^ 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Letter  No.  648 
January  21 ,  1955 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


It  is  plenty  chilly  in  Washington  this  morning  and  it  may  he 
snowing  where  you  are,  hut  folks  around,  here,  and  farmers  generally ,  have 
already  "begun  to  think  Spring.    Department  economists  see  signs  of  active 
business  for  the  next  few  months.    They  expect  rising  consumer  income  to 
support  a  strong  consumer  demand  for  goods  and  services. 

The  Commodity  Stabilization  Service  men  are  now  preparing  a 
leaflet  to  remind  farmers  of  the  main  provisions  of  the  corn  acreage 
allotment  program  which  will  he  in  operation  again  for  1955-    You  will 
recall  that  Congress  removed  marketing  quotas  from  the  program  on  corn  - 
hut  corn  growers  need  to  know  thoroughly  how  the  acreage  allotment  provi- 
sions work. 


The  Service  is  also  sending  cotton  farmers  a  reminder  this  week- 
end of  the  consequences  of  exceeding  quotas  on  upland  cotton.     You  have 
probably  already  received  the  USDA  announcement  that  dairy  price  supports 
will  be  continued.    And  coming  up  for  rice  growers  is  the  referendum 
January  28  on  marketing  quotas  for  rice  -  which  have  never  been  in  effect 
on  rice  before.    Acreage  allotments  were  in  operation  on  rice  in  1950. 


Visualized  Egg  Market  News 


Here's  something  new  and  promising  hatching  out  of  the  egg 
situation.    Lance  Hooks  tells  us  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  will  try 
out  visualized  market  news  on  poultry  and  eggs  in  the  Northeast.    AMS  has 
already  prepared  ten  charts  for  experimental  use  on  television  stations  in 
that  section  of  the  country.     If  they  prove  acceptable,  Lance  says  others 
on  these  and  other  commodities  will  be  made  available  to  television  stations 
in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Art  work  on  the  charts  is  done  and  multilithed  copies  with  current 
market  information  inserted  will  be  provided  to  TV  stations  on  a  weekly 
basis  from  the  AMS  information  office  at  New  York.    The  poultry  charts  will 
show  price  trends  and  market  quotations  for  live,  dressed,  and  ready-to- 
cook  broilers  and  fryers  at  certain  Northeastern  producing  and  terminal 
market  areas;  as  well  as  price  trends  and  quotations  on  dressed  hens.  The 
egg  charts  will  show  the  principal  weights  and  grades  of  eggs  in  New  York, 
Boston,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia. 


And  Speaking  of  Televisuals. 


That  is  what  a  lot  of  our  folks  §*?e  going  ,to  be  doing  next  week. 
Our  Office  of  Information  is  sponsoring  a  USDA  Film' Works hop,  featuring 
televisuals  -  so  we  can  all  learn  more  about  hov  to  do  them  "better.  Jim 
Gibson  of  Motion  Pictures  tells  us  more  than  fifty  folks  from  out  of  town 
have  already  arranged  to  attend  the  Workshop.     Most  of  them  will  be  from 
the  Land  Grant  Colleges ,  field  offices  of  the  Forest  Service ,  Soil  Conserva- 
tion, the  Veterans  Administration  and  other  U.S.  and  State  organizations; 
and,  of  course  'us  chickens'  who  are  already  here. 

The  visualizers  will  keep  busy  in  the  Workshop  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wednesday.    Director  of  Information  R.  Lyle  Webster  will  chairman  the 
first  session,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ervin  L.  Peterson  will 
welcome  the  guests,  and  Administrator  C.  M.  Ferguson  will  discuss  "The 
Visual  Specialist  in  Extension. " 

R&TV  Chief  Layne  Beaty  will  lead  the  Monday  afternoon  session, 
at  which  Audio-Visual  Director  John  Morrow,  of  the  National  Project  in 
Agricultural  Communications,  will  report  "A  Year  of  Progress."  Production 
Manager  George  Dorsey  of  WRC-TV,  D.  C,  will  point  out  the  'Visual  Require- 
ments in  Commercial  Television",  and  Bill  Suckman  of  the  Foiv  Foundation 
TV  Workshop  will  tell  how  they  manage  the  visuals  on  "Omnibus".  George 
Axinn  of  Michigan  State  will  be  telling  about  Extension  by  TV.    Plenty  of 
time  is  allowed  all  three  days  for  cussing  and  discussing  from  all  sides. 
The  sessions  will  go  over  into  the  nights. 

One  afternoon,  the  planning,  writing,  production,  editing  and 
sounding  of  the  new  short  TV  film  TEE  GOOD  EGG  will  be  given  the  onceover. 
But  more  about  this  Televisuals  Workshop  after  we  get  a  good  closeup  of  it. 

Farm  Credit  Power  and  People 

This  week  our  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  reported  its  esti- 
mates on  the  changes  in  farm  population,  the  Farm  Credit  Administration 
noted  the  progress  of  farmers  toward  ownership  of  production  credit  associa- 
tions, and  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  reviewed  advances  in 
meeting  the  electric  power  needs  of  farm  people. 

REA  Administrator  Ancher  Nelsen  declared  the  increasing  use  of 
electricity  on  the  farm  demands  exploration  of  every  source  of  power.  He 
said  that  in  the  power  supply  field  REA  is  working  with  its  borrowers  in 
whatever  direction  spells  better  and  cheaper  service  for  the  farmer.  He 
reported  a  record-breaking  generating  capacity  put  in  service  in  10  States 
and  Alaska. 

Harold  Miles,  director  of  FCA's  Short-Term  Credit  Services  announced 
that  83  percent  of  the  U98  production  credit  associations  are  now  fully 
farmer-owned.    Farmer -members  of  6l  production  credit  associations  paid  off 
the  last  of  their  Government -owned  stock  in  the  paBt  year  and  now  own  these 
credit  co-ops  outright.    Most  of  the  85  associations  that  still  have  some 
Government  capital  have  repaid  a  large  part  of  it  and  aye  fast  appx-oaching 
the  goal  of  100  percent  f armer-ownershij). 
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Our  people  move  around  so  much,  it  is  hard  to  count  them.  But 
the  latest  estimates  by  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  show  number  of 
people  living  on  farms  in  the  U.S.  is  less  than  22  million  now  compared 
with  more  than  25  million  four  years  ago.    This  drop  represents  a  continu- 
ation of  the  longtime  trend  which  has  reduced  the  number  of  people  on 
farms  to  13|r.  percent  of  the  total  population.    All  divisions  of  the  country 
show  decreases.     In  "3k  the  South  had  about  half  the  farm  population  of  the 
U.S.    The  Vest  and  the  Northeast  each  had  about  9  percent.    And  the  North 
Central  States  had  the  remaining  32  percent  of  the  farm  folks. 

Correction  on  Forest  Jubilee 

Last  week,  in  our  enthusiasm  for  the  Forest  Service's  Golden 
Anniversary  preview  exhibit  that  'Forest  Bill'  Bergoffen  now  has  underway 
in  the  patio,  we  jumped  the  gun  on  the  ceremony  in  which  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Benson  will  take  part.    The  Exhibit  is  now  scheduled  to  run 
until  February  8,  and  the  Secretary  will  be  on  hand  to  formally  launch 
the  50th  anniversary  year  on  February  7  instead  of  February  1  as  we  indi- 
cated.   We  also  understand  that,  contrary  to  previous  word,  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  McKay  won't  be  able  to  appear  at  that  time. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  January  29 

NBC  National  Firm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Feature:     "Forty  Years 
of  Dairy  Promotion  with  the  National  Dairy  Council." 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  from  Washington.    Feature:    Keport  on 
Meeting  of  National  Dairy  Council  in  Chicago. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  p.m. 
EST.    Feature:    Claude  says  he  doesn't  yet  know  what  he  will  have. 

Among  Ourselves. . . . 

After  many  years  at  KFI,  Los  Angeles,  EFD  Nelson  Mclninch  moved 
over  to  KNX,  same  city,  last  fall.    We'd  like  to  hear  from  you,  Nelson. 

Meanwhile,  a  real  surprise  came  in  the  form  of  greetings  from 
Jim  Todd,  Nelson's  successor  at  KFI.    Jim  was  an  announcer  at  WKY, 
Oklahoma  City,  about  15  years  ago  and  worked  with  us  on  a  farm  program  we 
did  there  for  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture.     It's  pleasant  to  think 
that  this  early  experience  inspired  Jim  to  get  into  farm  broadcasting. 

Merrill  Langfitt,  KMA,  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  is  another  EFD  who 
uses  that  modern  contrivance  known  as  the  airplane  to  help  speed  up  his 
farm  broadcasting  services.    He  has  been  flying  for  several  years,  and 
out  in  that  country  there  should  be  plenty  of  places  to  set  down.  Are 
there  any  other  flying  EFDs?    Merrill  and  his  brother,  Howard  of  WJDX, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  are  the  only  blood  kinfolks  we  know  of  now  in  the  EFD 
profession. 
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Franz  Winter  of  the  Northwest  German  Radio  Network  at  Cologne 
has  developed  a  livestock  and  commodity  market  reporting  service,  the 
first  in  the  Rhineland  area,  and  says  he  got  the  idea  while  visiting  the 
U.S.  three  years  ago, 

A  belated  salute  to  Grady  Cole,  who  recently  celebrated  his 
25th  anniversary  as  farm  editor  of  WBT,  Charlotte,  N/C.    He  was  featured 
in  the  "Our  Respects"  column  of  the  November  1  issue  of  BROADCASTING- 
TELECASTING. 

In  his  extension  letter  "The  Transmitter"  Bob  Simmons, 
Massachusetts  extension  radio  specialist,  points  out  "This  is  the  year 
they  say  to  'entertain  informally'.    But  for  us  it's  the  year  to  'inform 
entertainingly"."    You  don't  mean  just  THIS  year,  do  you,  Bob? 

Ed  Slusarczyk,  WTBX,  Utica,  N.Y.,  announced  a  new  weekly  program. 
"Ed  Slusarczyk' s  Town  and  Country  Show"  is  the  title  of  a  new  series 
started  January  17  on  WIBX,  Utica,  N.Y.    Ed  writes  that  its  main  objective 
is  to  explain  to  city  people  the  complete  farm  story,  and  should  appeal  to 
farm  and  town  folks  alike.    Congratulations,  Ed. 

Samuel  Skaggs,  Jr.,  RFD  at  WKYB,  Paducah,  Ky. ,  announces  a  new 
hour-long  weekly  series  which  has  been  dubbed  "The  West  Kentucky  Farm 
Journal"  to  feature  market  reports,  farm  news  and  music.    Sounds  like  better 
times  ahead  for  west  Kentucky  folks. 

Allan  Herndon,  the  WBAL-TV  Weatherman  who  promised  his  viewers 
to  fly  over  Baltimore  and  spread  bleached  corn  flakes  if  it  didn't  snow 
Wednesday  morning,  is  the  son  of  "Colonel"  C,  A.  Herndon  of  our  staff.  No 
snow,  so  Al  made  the  trip.     It  was  filmed  and  run  on  his  next  show  that 
night,  and  mentioned  on  other  shows  around  the  country. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Tl ibrary 
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RFD  LETTHi 

To  I u- s-  de™ 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


1  9 1955  *:: 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Letter  No,  6^9 
January  28,  1955 « 


Here  in  Washington  right  now  it  looks  as  if  it  is  clouding  up 
for  that  long  expected  snow.     Out  in  the  rice  country  today,  farmers  are 
voting  whether  they  will  have  marketing  quotas  on  their  rice  crop  this 
year.    We  expect  preliminary  returns  to  start  dribbling  in  about  9  o'clock 
tonight,  so  we  probably  won't  know  the  results  of  the  rice  referendum 
before  midnight.    And  it  now  seems  we  are  not  likely  to  have  the  corn 
acreage  allotment  statement  until  Monday, 

If  spring  weather  favors  the  corn  borer  in  the  midwest,  USDA 
entomologists  warned  today  that  Corn  Belt  farmers  may  face  a  serious 
infestation  of  European  corn  borers.    The  surveys  made  last  fall  in  the 
13  north  central  states  showed  nearly  twice  as  many  borers  per  100  stalks 
than  the  year  before.    In  12  eastern  states,  corn  borer  numbers  took  a 
sharp  drop. 

Next  Thursday  afternoon,  Department  scientists  will  release  an 
announcement  of  the  new  interpretation  of  the  blood  serum  agglutination 
tesz  for  detecting  brucellosis  in  cattle .    Like  all  this  brucellosis  busi- 
ness, it  sounds  pretty  technical.    But  it  means  a  lot  to  cattle  owners  .  . 
Then,  that  same  afternoon,  other  researchers  have  a  story  about  preliminary 
plans  for  further  feeding  experiments  with  identical  twin  calves.    As  you 
know,  feeding  experiments  with  a  single  pair  of  identical  twin  calves  give 
results  that  are  just  as  reliable  as  tests  made  with  a  number  of  animals 
that  are  not  so  close  kin.     It  is  a  little  scheme  of  the  specialists  to 
get  results  quicker  at  less  cost,  but  it  is  a  lot  more  interesting  than  the 
old  two-headed  calf  in  the  sideshow. 

Every  Farm  Family  Should  Know 

With  this  Letter,  we  are  sending  you  a  little  booklet  on  "Social 
Security  for  Farm  Families."    Nearly  every  farmer  on  every  rural  mail  route 
within  range  of  your  station  will  be  getting  one  of  these  booklets  during 
February.     This  booklet  may  mean  money  to  them.     It  tells  about  their  bene- 
fits and  their  Social  Security  taxes.    Any  farmer  who  dees  not  get  a  copy 
through  this  mailing  can  get  one  from  his  District  Director  of  Internal 
revenue  or  the  nearest  Social  Security  District  office. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  February  5 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Feature:  Highlights 
from  Annual  Convention,  National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts 
from  San  Diego,  California. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  from  Washington.    Features:     (1)  Pickup 
from  Sioux  Empire  Farm  Show,  with  RFD  Red  Stangland  of  KSOO,  Sioux  Falls; 

(2)  Visit  to  the  Illinois  Farm  and  Home  Week,  with  Editor  Hadley  Read; 

(3)  A  Look  at  Production  Controls  on  1955  Crops,  with  Walter  Berger, 
Associate  Administrator  of  CSS. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  p.m. 

EST. 

Plenty  of  Corn  and  Beans 

The  ground  hog  is  not  the  only  forecaster  that  can  predict  six 
weeks  ahead.    AMS  Phil  Fleming  tells  us  a  special  Plentiful  Foods  Program 
is  coming  up  on  canned  sweet  corn  and  canned  snap  beans,  during  the  two- 
weekend  periods  March  17-26.    One  glimpse  at  the  stack  of  cans  shows  why. 
Canned  sweet  corn  now  amounts  to  382  million  cases,  or  more  than  9  million 
cases  more  than  usual.    Canned  snap  "beans  total  32  million  cases,  or  12§ 
million  more  than  usual.    We  are  sending  material  on  this  Special  Plentiful 
Food  Program  to  you  with  this  Letter. 

Electric  Workshop  for  Farms 

.   REA  announces  RFD's  are  invited  to  a  National  Power  Use  Workshop 
February  3  and  k  in  St.  Louis,  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Inter-Industry  Farm  Electric  Utilization  Council.    This  event  has 
been  arranged  for  the  benefit  of  the  state  committees  now  organizing  local 
farm  power  use  campaigns  designed  to  put  more  electric  power  to  work  on 
farms.    The  round  table  discussions  will  cover  such  subjects  as  market 
surveys,  dealer  sales  and  service,  public  relations,  farm  and  home  water 
systems,  adequate  farm  wiring  and  coordination  with  agricultural  agencies 
and  groups.    Specialists  in  all  fields  will  be  on  the  program.    If  any  of 
you  want  to  make  recordings,  get  in  touch  with  either  Bill  Spivey  or  Drew 
McLay  of  REA,  at  the  Sheraton.    They'll  be  glad  to  help  you  arrange  things. 

Century  of  Agricultural  Progress 

Michigan  State,  first  agricultural  college  in  the  United  States, 
and  model  for  the  land-grant  college  system,  celebrates  its  100th  birthday 
this  year.    Its  Centennial  Year  starts  February  12  and  runs  through 
December  31.     One  of  the  many  programs  planned  that  you  may  especially  want 
to  watch  out  for  is  the  "world's  fair"  show  next  August  15-20  to  demonstrate 
one  hundred  years  of  progress  of  farm  mechanization.    Michigan  State  expects 
200,000  people  will  attend  that  show. 
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Highlights  of  Visual  Workshop 

A  number  of  good  i&eae  on  TV  visuals  were  kicked,  around  at  the 
USDA  Office  of  Information  Motion  Picture  Workshop  here  this  week.  Over 
150  of  us,  including  35  land-grant  college  editorial  and  visual  aids 
workers,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  (including  Puerto  Eico) 
and  visitors  from  as  far  away  as  Argentina  and  Thailand,  took  part  in  tire 
meetings . 

In  his  welcome  speech,  the  new  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Ervin  L.  Peterson  recognized  that  TV  is  the  greatest  educational  medium 
ever  devised.    And  some  of  the  workers  were  especially  interested  in  his 
announcement  that  the  Department  plans  to  soon  furnish  more  visual  informa- 
tion to  the  land  grant  colleges  to  supplement  their  local  material.  Lyle 
Webster  gave  us  a  little  fill-in  on  this  later. 

Clint  Davis,  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  reported  that  "Smokey" 
Eear  now  gets  an  average  of  1,000  letters  a  day.     Clint  gave  TV  credit  for 
most  of  that  mail. 

When  the  Workshop  grindstones  really  got  going,  we  couldn't  begin 
tc  keep  up  with  all  the  sparks,  much  less  classify  by  name  and  station.  But 
Wendell  Hoffman,  of  the  University  of  Nebraska,  was  especially  enthusiastic 
on  the  use  of  films  to  present  ideas  in  fixed  form  that  can't  be  shown  other 
ways;  such  as  speeding  up  slow  plant  growth,  slowing  down  fast  movements, 
bringing  the  outdoors  in,  making  big  things  little  and  little  things  big. 
Bill  Suchmann  of  the  'Omnibus'  program  of  the  Ford  Foundation  TV  Worksnop 
pointed  out  that  the  12  to  15  foot  rear  projection  screen  is  practically  a 
'must'  for  all  TV  stations.    With  it,  stills  and  movies  can  supply  background 
scenery  with  a  change  every  5  seconds  if  needed..     At  another  session,  the 
new  Tri  X  16  mm  black  and  white  film  was  demonstrated,  with  interior  scenes 
taken  with  little  or  no  extra  illumination. 

In  the  discussion  on  charts  and  other  simple  visualizations.  Joe 
Ferrier,  Washington  creator  of  the  Ferriergraph,  showed  how  he  animates 
newscast  charts  and  line  drawings  with  simple  card -board  pulls.     Leo  Geier. 
of  our  staff,  demonstrated  his  experiments  in  making  the  TV  camera  bring 
psychological  movement  to  cartoon  strips.    Harris  Baldwin,  USDA  Exhibits, 
showed  a  simple  permanent  wooden  frame  for  movable  ribbon  bar  charts, 
adjustable  and  adaptable  to  most  any  information  that  can  be  shown  on  a 
bar  chart. 

Joe  Tonkin,  with  a  couple  of  rabbits,  and  a  live,  groaning  litter- 
case,  illustrated  the  value  of  live  objects  for  TV;  and  Bill  Suchmann 
reminded  of  the  Omnibus  use  of  the  studio  floor  as  a  chart  surface  and  real 
people  to  form  the  live  chart.    Bill  suggested  that  this  same  idea  Omnibus 
used  to  illustrate  a  music  score  can  be  applied  to  farm  subject  matter  as 
well.     In  Bill's  book,  it  is  never  polite  to  point  -  with  a  school-teacher 
pointer, that  is.    He  used  an  ice-pick  in  their  Mt.  Everest  show. 

Of  course,  a  lot  of  the  meeting  was  taken  up  with  the  problems  of 
the  shoe-string  budget.    We  were  reminded  that  some  spectaculars  fall  on 
their  faces  on  the  home-viewing  TV  tube.     The  most  effective  TV  gets  right 
down  among  the  people  and  among  the  things. 


Among  Ourselves 1 1 


Dan  Shields  of  the  TV  department  of  the  Nat'l  Association  of 
Radio  and  Television  Broadcasters ,  headquartered  in  Washington,  is  an 
ex-TFD  on  WFMY-TV,  Piedmont,  N.  C. 

It's  good  to  hear  this  week  from  Frances  Ellis  (nee  Arnold) 
formerly  in  radio  at  Texas  A  and  M  --  later  with  the  National  Project  in 
Agricultural  Communications.    She's  housewifing  now  for  husband  Printis, 
in  Paris,  Texas. 

Boh  Terhune  of  WCHO,  Washington  Court  House,  Ohio,  has  a  unique 
"blotter -shaped  card  with  his  picture,  some  promotion,  and  a  space  for 
writing  "brief  correspondence. 

Sam  Carson,  assistant  extension  editor  in  Tennessee,  has  a  new 
tape  recorder  to  add  to  his  fleet  turning  out  5  and  10-minute  shorts  going 
to  52  stations.     The  service  has  TV  programs  at  Memphis,  Nashville  and 
Johnson  City,  and  expects  to  add  more  next  month,  Sam  reports.    He  goes  on 
to  say  some  nice  things  ahout  the  USDA  TV  weekly  package,  and  the  Agricul- 
tural Marketing  Service  consumer  relations  copy  from  Atlanta. 

One  of  the  more  ambidextrous  (or  amphibian?)  RFD's  in  our  ken 
is  Roderick  Turnbull,  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  who  is  also  editor-in-chief  of 
the  Weekly  Star  Farmer.    He  is  a  member  of  "both  the  NATRFD  and  the  AAAE. 

There  is  also  Bill  Zipf ,  handling  farm  stuff  for  WBNS,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  also  the  Columbus  Dispatch. 

Any  others? 

Barney  Arnold,  WHAS,  Louisville,  Ky.,  lives  across  the  Ohio  River 
in  Indiana,  and  so  is  another  interstate  commuter  to  his  daily  broadcasting 
chores. 

First  regular  color  televisor  of  farm  and  home  shows  we've 
heard  of  is  Gayle  Wilson,  WBAP-TV,  Fort  Worth,  who  recently  branched  out 
into  cooking  and  other  programs  of  feminine  interest  after  three  years 
as  helper  to  "Doc"  Euhmann,  RFD.    She  does  a  daily  (11-12)  show  called 
"Texas  Living"  in  color.    Formerly  county  home  demonstration  agent,  she 
is  (with  husband  John)  a  real  farmer,  too.    Improvements  they  made  to 
their  place  north  of  town  were  featured  in  a  nationally-circulated  farm 
magazine  last  year. 

From  Bob  Mott,  News  Director  of  KGHF,  Pueblo,  Colorado,  we 
learn  of  the  untimely  death  of  RFD  Irwin  Cunningham,  from,  a  heart  attack 
January  ih .    Bob  has  temporarily  taken  over  the  handling  of  the  station's 
farm  programming. 
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From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Letter  No,  6k9 
January  28,  1955, 


Here  in  Washington  right  now  it  looks  as  if  it  is  clouding  up 
for  that  long  expected  snow.     Out  in  the  rice  country  today,  farmers  are 
voting  whether  they  will  have  marketing  quotas  on  their  rice  crop  this 
year.    We  expect  preliminary  returns  to  start  dribbling  in  about  9  o'clock 
tonight,  so  we  probably  won't  know  the  results  of  the  rice  referendum 
before  midnight.    And  it  now  seems  we  are  not  likely  to  have  the  corn 
acreage  allotment  statement  until  Monday. 

If  spring  weather  favors  the  com  borer  in  the  midwest  USDA 
entomologists  warned  today  that  Corn  Belt  farmers  may  face  a  serious 
infestation  of  European  corn  borers.    The  surveys  made  last  fall  in  the 
13  north  central  states  showed  nearly  twice  as  many  borers  per  100  stalks 
than  the  year  before.     In  12  eastern  states,  corn  borer  numbers  took  a 
sharp  drop. 

Next  Thursday  afternoon,  Department  scientists  will  release  an 
announcement  of  the  new  interpretation  of  the  blood  serum  agglutination 
test  for  detecting  brucellosis  in  cattle.     Like  all  this  brucellosis  busi- 
ness, it  sounds  pretty  technical.    But  it  means  a  lot  to  cattle  owners 
Then,  that  same  afternoon,  other  researchers  have  a  story  about  preliminary 
p.ans  for  further  feeding  experiments  with  identical  twin  calves!    As  you 
know    feeding  experiments  with  a  single  pair  of  identical  twin  calves  give 
results  that  are  just  as  reliable  as  tests  made  with  a  number  of  anima?s 

± traZG  1?     S°  J10"6  ^    Xt  iS  a  llttle  Schenie  of  the  specialists  to" 
get  results  quicker  at  less  cost,  but  it  is  a  lot  more  interesting  than  the 
old  two-headed  calf  in  the  sideshow.  % 

Every  Farm  Family  Should  Know 

o  „     -      JIltl'  thiS  Letter'  we  are  sending  you  a  little  booklet  on  "Social 
Security  for  Farm  Families."    Nearly  every  farmer  on  every  rural  mail  route 
within  range  of  your  station  will  be  getting  one  of  these  booklets  during 
February      This  booklet  may  mean  money  to  them.     It  tells  about  their  bene- 
lill  ,°         Secu^ity  taxes.    Any  farmer  who  does  not  get  a  copy 

through  this  mailing  can  get  one  from  his  District  Director  of  Internal 
.  evenue  or  the  nearest  Social  Security  District  office. 
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Network  Farm  and  Borne  Shows  February  5 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty  from  Washington.    Feature:  Highlights 
from  Annual  Convention,  National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts 
from  San  Diego ,  California. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers  from  Washington.    Features:     (l)  Pickup 
from  Sioux  Empire  Farm  Show,  with  RFD  Bed  Stanglam  of  KSOO,  Sioux  Falls; 

(2)  Visit  to  the  Illinois  Farm  and  Home  Week,  with  Editor  Hadley  Read; 

(3)  A  Look  at  Production  Controls  on  1955  Crops,  with  Walter  Berger, 
Associate  Administrator  of  CSS. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5:15  to  5:30  p.m. 

EST. 


Plenty  of  Corn  and  Beans 

The  ground  hog  is  not  the  only  forecaster  that  can  predict  six 
weeks  ahead.    AMES  Phil  Fleming  tells  us  a  special  Plentiful  Foods  Program 
is  coming  up  on  canned  sweet  corn  and  canned  snap  "beans,  during  the  two- 
weekend  periods  March  17-26.     One  glimpse  at  the  stack  of  cans  shows  why. 
Canned  sweet  corn  now  amounts  to  3&i  million  cases,  or  more  than  9  millio 
cases  more  than  usual.    Canned  snap  beans  total  32  million  cases,  or  12g 
million  more  than  usual.    We  are  sending  material  on  this  Special  Plentif 
Food  Program  to  you  with  this  Letter. 


Electric  Workshop  for  Farms 

REA  announces  RFD's  are  invited  to  a  National  Power  Use  Workshop 
February  3  and  k  in  St.  Louis,  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Inter -Industry  Farm  Electric  Utilization  Council.    This  event  has 
been  arranged  for  the  "benefit  of  the  state  committees  now  organizing  local 
farm  power  use  campaigns  designed  to  put  more  electric  power  to  work  on 
farms.    The  round  table  discussions  will  cover  such  subjects  as  market 
surveys,  dealer  sales  and  service,  public  relatione,  farm  and  home  water 
systems,  adequate  farm  wiring  and  coordination  with  agricultural  agencies 
and  groups.    Specialists  in  all  fields  will  be  on  the  program.    If  any  of 
you  want^to  make  recordings,  get  in  touch  with  either  Bill  Spivey  or  Drew 
McLay  of  REA,  at  the  Sheraton.    They'll  be  glad  to  help  you  arrange  things. 


Century  of  Agricultural  Progress 

Michigan  State,  first  agricultural  college  in  the  United  States, 
and  model  for  the  land-grant  college  system,  celebrates  its  100th  birthday 
this  year.    Its  Centennial  Year  starts  February  12  and  runs  through 
December  31.     One  of  the  many  programs  planned  that  you  may  especially  want 
to  watch  out  for  is  the  "world's  fair"  show  next  August  15-20  to  demonstrate 
one  hundred  years  of  progress  of  farm  mechanization.     Michigan  State  expects 
200,000  people  will  -attend  that  show. 
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Highlights  of  Visual  Workshop 

A  number  of  good  ideas  on  TV  visuals  were  kicked  around  at  the 
USDA  Office  of  Information  Motion  Picture  Workshop  here  this  week.  Over 
150  of  us,  including  35  land-grant  college  editorial  and  visual  aids 
workers,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  (including  Puerto  Pico) 
and  visitors  from  as  far  away  as  Argentina  and  Thailand,  took  part  in  the 
meetings , 

In  his  welcome  speech,  the  new  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Ervin  L.  Peterson  recognized  that  TV  is  the  greatest  educational  medium 
ever  devised.     And  some  of  the  workers  were  especially  interested  in  his 
announcement  that  the  Department  plans  to  soon  furnish  more  visual  informa- 
tion to  the  land  grant  colleges  to  supplement  their  local  material.  Lyle 
Webster  gave  us  a  little  fill-in  on  this  later. 

Clint  Davis,  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  reported  that  "Smokey" 
Bear  now  gets  an  average  of  1,0C0  letters  a  day.     Clint  gave  TV  credit  for 
most  of  that  mail. 

When  the  Workshop  grindstones  really  got  going,  we  couldn't  begin 
to  keep  up  with  all  the  sparks,  much  less  classify  by  name  and  station.  But 
Wendell  Hoffman,  of  the  University  of  Nebraska,  was  especially  enthusiastic 
on  the  use  of  films  to  present  ideas  in  fixed  form  that  can't  be  shown  other 
ways;  such  as  speeding  up  slow  plant  growth,  slowing  down  fast  movements, 
bringing  the  outdoors  in,  making  big  things  little  and  little  things  big. 
Bill  Suchmann  of  the  'Omnibus'  program  of  the  Ford  Foundation  TV  Workshop 
pointed  out  that  the  12  to  15  foot  rear  projection  screen  is  practically  a 
'must'  for  all  TV"  stations.    With  it,  stills  and  movies  can  supply  background 
scenery  with  a  change  every  5  seconds  if  needed.     At  another  session,  the 
new  Tri  X  16  mm  black  and  white  film  was  demonstrated,  with  interior  scenes 
taken  with  little  or  no  extra  illumination. 

In  the  discussion  on  charts  and  other  simple  visualizations.  Joe 
Ferrier,  Washington  creator  of  the  Ferriergraph,  showed  how  he  animates 
newscast  charts  and  line  drawings  with  simple  card -board  pulls.     Leo  Geier, 
of  our  staff,  demonstrated  his  experiments  in  making  the  TV  camera  bring 
psychological  movement  to  cartoon  strips.    Harris  Baldwin,  USDA  Exhibits, 
showed  a  simple  permanent  wooden  frame  for  movable  ribbon  bar  charts, 
adjustable  and  adaptable  to  most  any  information  that  can  be  shown  on  a 
bar  chart. 

Joe  Tonkin,  with  a  couple  of  rabbits,  and  a  live,  groaning  litter- 
case,  illustrated  the  value  of  live  objects  for  TV;  and  Bill  Suchmann 
reminded  of  the  Omnibus  use  of  the  studio  floor  as  a  chart  surface  and  real 
people  to  form  the  live  chart.    Bill  suggested  that  this  same  idea  Omnibus 
used  to  illustrate  a  music  score  can  be  applied  to  farm  subject  matter  as 
well.     In  Bill's  book,  it  is  never  polite  to  point  -  with  a  school-teacher 
pointer, that  is.    He  used  an  ice -pick  in  their  Mt.  Everest  show. 

Of  course,  a  lot  of  the  meeting  was  taken  up  with  the  problems  of 
the  shoe-string  budget.    We  were  reminded  that  some  spectaculars  fall  on 
their  faces  on  the  home-viewing  TV  tube.     The  most  effective  TV  gets  right 
down  among  the  people  and  among  the  things. 
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Among  Ourselves. . . . 

Dan  Shields  of  the  TV  department  of  the  Nat'l  Association  of 
Radio  and  Television  Broadcasters,  headquartered  in  Washington,  is  an 
ex-TFD  on  WFMY-TV,  Piedmont,  N.  C. 

It's  good  to  hear  this  week  from  Frances  Ellis  (nee  Arnold) 
formerly  in  radio  at  Texas  A  and  M  --  later  with  the  National  Project  in 
Agricultural  Communications.    She's  housewifing  new  for  husband  Printis, 
in  Paris,  Texas. 

Bob  Terhune  of  WCHO,  Washington  Court  House,  Ohio,  has  a  unique 
blotter-shaped  card  with  his  picture,  some  promotion,  and  a  space  for 
writing  brief  correspondence. 

Sam  Carson,  assistant  extension  editor  in  Tennessee,  has  a  new 
tape  recorder  to  add  to  his  fleet  turning  out  5  and  10-minute  shorts  going 
to  52  stations.     The  service  has  TV  programs  at  Memphis,  Nashville  and 
Johnson  City,  and  expects  to  add  more  next  month,  Sam  reports.    He  goes  on 
to  say  some  nice  things  about  the  USDA  TV  weekly  package,  and  the  Agricul- 
tural Marketing  Service  consumer  relations  copy  from  Atlanta. 

One  of  the  more  ambidextrous  (or  amphibian?)  RFD's  in  our  ken 
is  Roderick  Turnbull,  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  who  is  also  editor-in-chief  of 
the  Weekly  Star  Farmer.    He  is  a  member  of  both  the  NATRFD  and  the  AAAE. 

There  is  also  Bill  Zipf ,  handling  farm  stuff  for  WBNS,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  also  the  Columbus  Dispatch. 

Any  others? 

Barney  Arnold,  WHAS.  Louisville,  Ky.,  lives  across  the  Ohio  River 
in  Indiana,  and  so  is  another  interstate  commuter  to  his  daily  broadcasting 
chores. 

First  regular  color  televisor  of  farm  and  home  shows  we've 
heard  of  is  Gayle  Wilson,  WBAP-TV,  Fort  Worth,  who  recently  branched  out 
into  cooking  and  other  programs  of  feminine  interest  after  three  years 
as  helper  to  "Doc"  Ruhmann,  RFD.    She  does  a  daily  (11-12)  show  called 
"Texas  Living"  in  color.    Formerly  county  home  demonstration  agent,  she 
is  (with  husband  John)  a  real  farmer,  too.    Improvements  they  made  to 
their  place  north  of  town  were  featured  in  a  nationally -circulated  farm 
magazine  last  year. 

From  Bob  Mott,  News  Director  of  KGHF,  Pueblo,  Colorado,  we 
learn  of  the  untimely  death  of  RFD  Irwin  Cunningham,  from  a  heart  attack 
January  lk .    Bob  has  temporarily  taken  over  the  handling  of  the  station's 
farm  programming. 


Enclosures : 

Agr'l  Outlook  Digest 
Statistical  Summary 
Cleanup  Week  -  Spring  '55 
Corn  and  Bean  Fact  Sheet 
Soc.  Sec.  for  Farm  Families 


Sincerely, 


ne  Beaty  / 
o  and  Television  Service 


